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Recap: The PFAS Restriction

The SEAC consultation will examine whether a proposed PFAS restriction is socio-economically justified, proportionate, 

and workable, and whether impacts and availability of alternatives are fully and accurately assessed. This is why it is 

crucial that experts take part in the consultation.

❑ The scientific assessment by the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) of the EU-wide restriction proposal 

on PFAS submitted by five European countries is ongoing and scheduled to conclude in 2026. 

❑ ECHA has two committees in the restriction process: the Committee for Risk Assessment (RAC) and the Committee for 

Socio-economic Analysis (SEAC). These provide scientific and socio-economic opinions to ECHA, particularly on 

proposals for restrictions on hazardous chemicals and applications for authorization of certain uses of chemicals.

❑ The RAC final opinion and SEAC draft opinion support an EU-wide restriction, subject to specific derogations, on the 

manufacture, placing on the market and use of PFAS. The Committees also recommend that any restriction should 

be complemented by effective measures to minimise emissions.

❑ ECHA’s committees assess and advise, but it is the European Commission that ultimately decides the shape and 

adoption of the PFAS restriction under REACH.
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https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/d6aac737-e665-cbae-58c8-17780de44bd5
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/9ecfb76d-6e69-c047-3228-16c78e42897f
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EU PFAS Restriction Timeline

RAC 

adopts final 

opinion and 

SEAC adopts

draft opinion

PREPARATORY 

PHASE
Dossier preparation 

& Submission

ECHA PHASE

Opinion Development

EU COMMISSION 

PHASE

Drafting Annex XVII & 

REACH Committee

MEMBER STATE VOTE 

& “SCRUTINY”

(veto right)

Restriction 

Dossier 

Submission

First Public 

Consultation

26 March to 25 

May:

Second Public 

Consultation 

on SEAC draft 

opinion

Council/European 

Parliament 

“Scrutiny” (tbc)

Restriction 

takes effect 

(tbc)

ECHA 

Opinion (tbc)

Draft Annex 

XVII

Restriction 

adopted (tbc)

RAC & SEAC 

assessment 

of First Public 

Consultation 

input

Jan 2023
Mar - Sep 

2023
Q1 2026 Q2 2026 Q4 2026 2027-2028+

2024-

2025

Complete Current Phase Timing TBD (2027-2029+)

2028? 2029?

ENFORCEMENT

of bans or 

derogations
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Critical Materials for Critical Applications

.
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RESISTANCE TO 

CORROSIVE 

CHEMICALS AND 

HARSH 

ENVIRONMENTS

EXCELLENT 

ELECTRICAL 

PROPERTIES 

LOW LOSS

LOW DK DF

HIGH PURITY AND 

LOW 

EXTRACTABILITY

EXTREME HIGH AND 

LOW TEMPERATURE 

RESISTANCE

HIGH MECHANICAL 

STRESS-CRACK 

RESISTANCE

Fluoropolymers are selected for critical applications because of their unique combination of 

properties. For many of the most critical applications, there are currently no viable alternatives. 

>
Unsurpassed protection against chemical permeation 

or attack, even under the harshest conditions

>
Exceptional performance and durability across 

temperature and pressure extremes, for safer, 

more efficient transportation

>
Enabling ultra-low-loss and high-speed data 

transmission, even at higher frequencies and 

temperatures

>
Excellent chemical, thermal, and mechanical stability, 

plus tunable conductivity and low permeability – 

enabling the hydrogen economy, advanced electronics, 

semicon, xEV, chemical processing, and much more

FIRE RESISTANCE

CHEMICAL

STABILITY

UV RESISTANCE

NON-WETTING, 

NON-STICK

LOW COEFFICIENT 

OF FRICTION
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A Sustainable Solution: Regulate Emissions, Don’t Ban 
Products

➢ To maintain Europe’s industrial base, it is vital to 

make a distinction between PFAS categories to 

help ensure a continued use of 

fluoropolymers under emissions control 

technologies

➢ Continued use with robust emission reduction 

strategies at production and waste 

management phases is a pragmatic solution 

that addresses concerns on PFAS pollution while 

alleviating industry uncertainty. 

➢ Sustainable operations and proper end-of-

life processes will help ensure that both society 

and our planet thrive over the long term.

A phase out of fluoropolymers will result in a gap in capabilities for innovation, products, and industries.

✓ Fluoropolymers play a strategic role in 

strengthening Europe’s economy and 

autonomy

✓ Europe is a net exporter of fluoropolymers

✓ The value of fluoropolymers sold in the EEA in 

2022 was € 1-3 billion

✓ They are used in almost all sectors and are 

critical in many

✓ They are safe for their intended uses

Source: FPG

9
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Industry in EU Commits to Responsible Manufacturing

In response to the evolving EU regulatory landscape, the 

Fluoropolymer Product Group (FPG) has united manufacturers 

under a Voluntary Manufacturing Programme, committing them 

to the highest responsible manufacturing standards worldwide.

This initiative incorporates three core pillars:

Reduce non-

polymeric PFAS 

emissions from 

fluoropolymer 

manufacturing 

Enhance 

workplace & 

environmental 

safety for 

downstream users 

through the Safe 

Handling Guide

Create a 

Technology 

Exchange 

Platform to 

promote and share 

best practices with 

key stakeholders 

across the industry

Download your free 

copy of the FPG Safe 

Handling Guide.
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https://fluoropolymers.eu/2025/03/26/fpg-statement-on-the-manufacturing-programme-2025-2/
https://fluoropolymers.eu/2025/03/26/fpg-statement-on-the-manufacturing-programme-2025-2/
https://fluoropolymers.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/FPG-Safe-Handling-Guide-for-Fluoropolymer-Resins-.pdf?_gl=1*6aqoov*_up*MQ..*_ga*ODU5NDA1MDk5LjE3NTc1OTUwMzI.*_ga_LHKW7QXY7J*czE3NTc1OTc3MTkkbzIkZzEkdDE3NTc1OTc3MjMkajU2JGwwJGgzMjI4OTcwODE.
https://fluoropolymers.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/FPG-Safe-Handling-Guide-for-Fluoropolymer-Resins-.pdf?_gl=1*6aqoov*_up*MQ..*_ga*ODU5NDA1MDk5LjE3NTc1OTUwMzI.*_ga_LHKW7QXY7J*czE3NTc1OTc3MTkkbzIkZzEkdDE3NTc1OTc3MjMkajU2JGwwJGgzMjI4OTcwODE.
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German Chemicals Agenda

On 26 March 2026, the German Federal Minister for Economic Affairs, Katherina Reiche, and the Federal 

Environment Minister, Carsten Schneider, presented the results of the National Chemicals Agenda. 

The Federal Government advocates for a risk-based, differentiated, and targeted 

approach regarding the various uses of substances and groups of substances (such 

as fluoropolymers) in the PFAS restriction procedure. 

Cefic ​(European Chemical Industry 

Council)

In Dec 2025, Cefic presented an analysis that the 

European chemical industry is going through a 

structural contraction, not just a cyclical downturn

Appeals for a pragmatic approach

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fx8nyg.mjt.lu%2Flnk%2FAU0AAJQneSEAAc4rZSQAAKdYtzMAAAAAefkAARd0ABfP7QBpyo4AdaR65EhzR5Os8AhT3MwO3wAV5vc%2F4%2FTPc_yjHoAFm-pj-2Vmg7iQ%2FaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnVuZGVzdW13ZWx0bWluaXN0ZXJpdW0uZGUvcHJlc3NlbWl0dGVpbHVuZy9uYXRpb25hbGUtY2hlbWllYWdlbmRhLXZvcmdlbGVndC1mdWVyLWVpbmUtc3RhcmtlLXVuZC13ZXR0YmV3ZXJic2ZhZWhpZ2UtY2hlbWllaW5kdXN0cmllP3V0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1Qb2xpY3klMjBCcnVuY2glMjBmb3IlMjBGUFA0RVUlMjAzMCUyME1hcmNoJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1NYWlsamV0&data=05%7C02%7Cisabelle.alenus%40chemours.com%7C334c02a04a5c4bf0f21108de8e6bdda3%7C68a7ff20812f473890ea0b1051846f74%7C0%7C0%7C639104791561025224%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dUulftv7PKGjV6jUctT%2BL%2BuguroZotPAaPJiWEBK8zk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fx8nyg.mjt.lu%2Flnk%2FAU0AAJQneSEAAc4rZSQAAKdYtzMAAAAAefkAARd0ABfP7QBpyo4AdaR65EhzR5Os8AhT3MwO3wAV5vc%2F5%2FeTCWLPmKeomYFHxRZbwzoA%2FaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnVuZGVzd2lydHNjaGFmdHNtaW5pc3Rlcml1bS5kZS9SZWRha3Rpb24vREUvRXh0ZXJuZS1MaW5rcy9DLUQvY2hlbWllYWdlbmRhLnBkZj9fX2Jsb2I9cHVibGljYXRpb25GaWxlJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1Qb2xpY3klMjBCcnVuY2glMjBmb3IlMjBGUFA0RVUlMjAzMCUyME1hcmNoJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1NYWlsamV0&data=05%7C02%7Cisabelle.alenus%40chemours.com%7C334c02a04a5c4bf0f21108de8e6bdda3%7C68a7ff20812f473890ea0b1051846f74%7C0%7C0%7C639104791561039359%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o78A%2FGvQQ7zBmjfUG9znXoWzWTgEBWhUSh6Q8ymAJKU%3D&reserved=0
https://cefic.org/resources/european-chemical-closures-investments-radar-2022-2025/?utm_campaign=Policy%20Breakfast%2028%20January&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Mailjet
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Appeals for a pragmatic approach

The Antwerp Declaration, signed by 20 industry associations 

and 555 CEOs in 2024 

Calling for a European Industrial Deal and restoring the business 

case for investing and producing in Europe.

12 External 

AmCham EU 

Supports protecting human health and the 

environment but argues that the proposed 

universal PFAS restriction under REACH is 

overly broad, insufficiently risk-based, and could 

result in significant unintended consequences for 

EU competitiveness, innovation, and supply 

chains: 

FPG 
The Fluoropolymer Product Group (FPG) 

proposes a complete and full exemption for 

fluoropolymer manufacture and uses based on 

the weight of scientific evidence and their critical 

roloçe in the European economy:

This is a Parliament-commissioned evidence study intended to 

inform political debate on the REACH PFAS restriction. 

Key findings were that fluoropolymers are industrial enablers, 

essential for safety-critical, high-performance applications where 

substitution is often not feasible.

ITRE Report

https://a.storyblok.com/f/287350648899559/x/868c6cf4f7/pfas-paper_january-2026_for-website-publication.pdf
https://a.storyblok.com/f/287350648899559/x/868c6cf4f7/pfas-paper_january-2026_for-website-publication.pdf
https://fluoropolymers.eu/2026/01/21/fpgs-position-statement-on-the-case-for-exempting-fluoropolymers/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2025/778581/ECTI_STU(2025)778581_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2025/778581/ECTI_STU(2025)778581_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2025/778581/ECTI_STU(2025)778581_EN.pdf


Key Conclusions 
of the SEAC Draft 
Opinion

Dr. Jacques Ragot
Global Advocacy Director
Advanced Performance Materials 
and Thermal & Specialized Solutions
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Results of the First Public Consultation

The First Consultation in 2023 allowed stakeholders to provide input on the original restriction proposal of the Dossier 

Submitters. ECHA received more than 5,600 responses.

✓ In August 2025 Dossier Submitters proposed extensive 

derogations for the manufacturing of fluoropolymers, 

irrespective of whether fluorinated or non-fluorinated 

polymerization aids are used, provided operations are 

under controlled conditions 

✓ Additional extended derogations and alternative 

restriction options are included within the updated 

proposal here: Updated PFAS restriction proposal 

(Draft Background Document)

14

https://echa.europa.eu/-/echa-publishes-updated-pfas-restriction-proposal
https://echa.europa.eu/-/echa-publishes-updated-pfas-restriction-proposal
https://echa.europa.eu/da/-/echa-publishes-updated-pfas-restriction-proposal
https://echa.europa.eu/da/-/echa-publishes-updated-pfas-restriction-proposal


Summary of Key Conclusions of the SEAC Draft 
Opinion
➢ A full ban (RO1) is likely not proportionate

➢ Fluoropolymers: Critical but remain in scope

➢ Fluoropolymers are essential in critical applications with limited 

substitution options

➢ SEAC does not support general exemption, citing life-cycle emissions 

concerns (mainly manufacturing and end-of-life)

➢ Overall framework: Restrictions combined with use-specific derogations

➢ RO2 (5-12 years) may be appropriate for many uses, but are not 

sufficient or workable for all sectors

➢ Targeted long-term derogations (RO3)

➢ For strategic sectors (notably semicon, PFAS manufacture) time-

unlimited derogations may be proportionate

➢ Conditional on strict emission-reduction measures

➢ SEAC cannot quantify proportionality

➢ Significant data gaps prevent robust quantitative conclusions for 

proportionality, reinforcing the need for use-specific differentiation

Many key uses are not in 

initial sectors (1-15) but are 

part of sectors not yet 

assessed.

For example:

➢ Gaskets, O-rings, pipe linings in 

automotive are not in Transport 

but in Sealing Applications 

(~50% of total volumes of FPs 

and PFPEs used in EEA)

➢ Metered dose inhaler coatings & 

films for pharma stoppers are not 

in Medical Devices but in Other 

Medical Applications

15



Example: Transport (E.2.10 of Annex E)

The Transport Sector covers:

❑Body, hull and fuselage construction

❑Tubes and hoses in combustion engine systems

❑Coatings, liners and finishes including protective coatings 

and paints  hydrophobic coatings for windshields, Cable 

liners and coatings for transport vehicles, including high 

voltage insulators, FEP based heat shrink sleeving 

❑Additives in hydraulic fluids

❑Mobile air conditioning (MAC) and heat pump systems

❑Transport refrigeration 

❑Other transport uses e.g. flotation fluids in gyroscopes 

and compasses

❑Mobile air conditioning (MAC)

❑Transport refrigeration

Other uses in Transport are covered 

in different sectors: 

➢  Sealing applications

➢ Machinery applications

➢  Lubricants 

➢  Metal plating

➢  Electronics and Semiconductors

➢  Energy

➢  Technical textiles

➢  Application of Fluorinated gases

➢  Explosives

➢  Spare parts

16



Example of Nuanced Sub-uses

Question: Where would you place coatings used in metered dose inhalers?

17



Example of Nuanced Sub-uses (cont.)

Answer: None of the above

18
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Addressing Uncertainties

SEAC finds that significant uncertainty remains about the restriction, largely because there is insufficient data on 

alternatives, their technical and economic viability, costs, benefits, and overall proportionality.

➢ It is therefore important to address uncertainties in the SEAC draft opinion (including the sector evaluations) for the 

sector(s) you operate in and in which you have the expertise.

Examples of comments by SEAC on some uses:

➢  Use of coatings, liners and finishes in Transport: ‘SEAC could not determine the substitution potential’

➢  On the 13.5 years derogation for fuel cells and electrolyzers: ‘Likely justified: SEAC is however unable to conclude 
whether the derogation period of 13.5 years is justified.” 

➢  In its assessment of the Electronics and Semiconductor sectors ‘SEAC has identified uncertainties regarding the 
analysis of alternatives as well as the socioeconomic analysis for several sub-uses assessed.”

19



What SEAC Will 
Evaluate

20
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Why a Second Consultation?

➢ The second consultation is a targeted exercise to close remaining socio-economic evidence 

gaps in the SEAC draft opinion. The consultation is open to anyone, worldwide.

Despite extensive input in 2023, costs and impacts are 

aggregated at too high a level for several sectors and 

uses. SEAC is therefore asking for:

➢ Sector- and use-specific socio-economic evidence

➢ Availability / feasibility / timing of technically viable 

alternatives 

➢ EU volumes and tonnages linked to specific use

➢ Downstream and societal impacts

➢ Managing risks associated with the use of PFAS

Previously submitted information 

may be referenced by citing 

consultation comment numbers 

from the first consultation (e.g. 

#1234, #5678).

21
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What Will Be Evaluated?

Socio-economic impacts of the proposed restriction - assessing costs and benefits of restricting PFAS uses:

❑Costs for companies (compliance, reformulation, re-qualification, redesign, certification)

❑ Impacts on downstream users, consumers, and society at large

❑Effects on competitiveness, innovation, supply chains and critical value chains

Availability + feasibility of alternatives - Are technically / economically feasible alternatives available for specific uses:

❑Technical performance and reliability of alternatives

❑Time needed to develop, test, qualify and deploy alternatives

❑Risks of substitution failure

❑Differences between laboratory-scale substitutes vs industrial-scale feasibility

Appropriateness of derogations (use-specific exemptions) - Are proposed derogations justified, including:

❑ Whether a derogation is needed at all for a given use 

❑ Whether the scope of the derogation is correctly defined

❑ Whether the duration of the derogation (time-limited or time-unlimited) is socio-economically proportionate

22
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Transition timelines – Do the proposed transition periods allow:

❑ Sufficient time for substitution and scale-up

❑ Re-certification and regulatory approvals (e.g., medical, electronics, aerospace)

❑ Avoidance of disproportionate disruption or product withdrawal

Sector- and use-specific information for the 14 original sectors + PFAS Manufacturing from the 2023 proposal:

❑ Volumes of PFAS used + criticality of the use

❑ Organizational and societal impacts of restriction, and consequences of loss of functionality

Proportionality - Based on consultation input, SEAC considers whether:

❑ The restriction option assessed is the most appropriate EU-wide measure

❑ Adjustments are needed to uses, derogations or timelines to ensure proportionality

What Will Be Evaluated? (cont.)

SEAC will not reassess hazards or risks. Its focus is strictly socio-economic
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Your participation in this consultation is essential to support a proportionate outcome that safeguards health and the 

environment while preserving critical uses, innovation capacity, and EU competitiveness.

The Second (and Final) Consultation is Open 

❑ The 60-day consultation on SEAC’s draft opinion runs until 25 May 2026. It is accessible via EUSurvey, and you 

will need to set up multi-factor authentication using the EU Login mobile app.

❑ The consultation focusses on the socio-economic impacts of the proposed PFAS restriction, including job loss, 

substitution challenges, and data gaps. It is not a reopening of the original restriction proposal.

❑ This represents the final structured opportunity for stakeholders to submit socio-economic evidence before SEAC 

adopts its final opinion.

❑ SEAC’s opinion is advisory, but it will play an important role in informing the European Commission’s final decision 

on the PFAS restriction.

24

https://ec.europa.eu/consultation/runner/echa_pfas_seac_do_consultation


How to Participate: 
Surveys and 
Sectors

25
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ECHA's Guidance and PFAS Mapping

26
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It is highly recommended to read the following 

documents:

✓ The SEAC Draft Opinion

✓ ECHA Guidance for Respondents

✓ ECHA’s Mapping of PFAS uses to identify:

➢ Sector

➢ Sub-use

➢ Application level assessed by SEAC

✓ Privacy Statement

The SEAC Consultation Surveys

https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/9ecfb76d-6e69-c047-3228-16c78e42897f
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/9ecfb76d-6e69-c047-3228-16c78e42897f
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.chemours.com%2FNTA5LVZDTC0wMzgAAAGg3mf0RBpPI-OcVY3o-Y4UvMhPXv4lP_0jJOaYEDmvPYf98lElBV1N61vimCIKxSxV6zhGZBA%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cisabelle.alenus%40chemours.com%7C77f8ed690ed74e33b27208de8e73e396%7C68a7ff20812f473890ea0b1051846f74%7C0%7C0%7C639104825603492930%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z0fCvm97ytJFA8y4cmzQABUlhcRsliicUJdu5Zwx5QE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.chemours.com%2FNTA5LVZDTC0wMzgAAAGg3mf0RBpPI-OcVY3o-Y4UvMhPXv4lP_0jJOaYEDmvPYf98lElBV1N61vimCIKxSxV6zhGZBA%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cisabelle.alenus%40chemours.com%7C77f8ed690ed74e33b27208de8e73e396%7C68a7ff20812f473890ea0b1051846f74%7C0%7C0%7C639104825603492930%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z0fCvm97ytJFA8y4cmzQABUlhcRsliicUJdu5Zwx5QE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.chemours.com%2FNTA5LVZDTC0wMzgAAAGg3mf0RDrCLm2z8fAbQOv2FKybqu1LgzPL8GGXVSGc6XlUr_dMLNgwWeUxr8W0PPemrIzagCw%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cisabelle.alenus%40chemours.com%7C77f8ed690ed74e33b27208de8e73e396%7C68a7ff20812f473890ea0b1051846f74%7C0%7C0%7C639104825603509168%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LJL7fHl%2Fn7zoBr5TJlX8KovJ84K7BiLlU44KePMxNHc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.chemours.com%2FNTA5LVZDTC0wMzgAAAGg3mf0RDrCLm2z8fAbQOv2FKybqu1LgzPL8GGXVSGc6XlUr_dMLNgwWeUxr8W0PPemrIzagCw%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cisabelle.alenus%40chemours.com%7C77f8ed690ed74e33b27208de8e73e396%7C68a7ff20812f473890ea0b1051846f74%7C0%7C0%7C639104825603509168%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LJL7fHl%2Fn7zoBr5TJlX8KovJ84K7BiLlU44KePMxNHc%3D&reserved=0
https://ec.europa.eu/consultation/files/b3489b5b-dfa9-40ae-8482-09596da6a2bc/ade9e462-5e7c-4859-9e6e-71280dc39285
https://ec.europa.eu/consultation/files/b3489b5b-dfa9-40ae-8482-09596da6a2bc/ade9e462-5e7c-4859-9e6e-71280dc39285
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Prioritized Sectors

These 15 sectors are prioritized for targeted feedback, focusing on high-impact industries. 

Submit input through the Sector-specific survey.

=> See next page

27
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➢ If applications don’t fit within any of the named 

sectors, use the “[24] Other Sector” category

➢ Comments will be collected by sector and 

consolidated. Therefore, keep sector terminology 

consistent throughout the submission.

➢ The link for the General Survey can be found here

28

Sectors Not Assessed 

These 8 additional sectors were brought into scope in the updated Background Document but 

were not assessed by SEAC. Submit input through the General survey.

https://ec.europa.eu/consultation/runner/General_survey_final
https://ec.europa.eu/consultation/runner/General_survey_final
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Structure of the Consultation

❑ Many questions are pre-populated and require single, multiple 

choice, or numerical responses.

❑ Surveys do not allow attachments or tables. Links will not be 

opened by SEAC. 

❑ Note the number of characters permitted (these vary between 100 

to 5,000 characters). Prepare succinct drafts beforehand to avoid 

losing work

❑ Submit one survey per sector, if possible. If critical 

information exceeds character count, multiple surveys can be 

submitted 

❑ If submitting for multiple uses or sectors, submit separate, tailored 

responses—this is explicitly allowed and encouraged.

❑ Use clear sector names and, where relevant, NACE codes.

Question Types

➢ Choice-based

(Single/Multiple Choice)

➢ Numerical (Numbers only)

➢ Free text (with varying 

character limitations)

Where SEAC states that 

evidence is insufficient or 

uncertain, the burden is 

on stakeholders to add 

substance. 



Structuring an 
Effective SEAC 
Submission

Valentina Mauri
Senior Director, Global Strategic 

Advocacy
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Start from SEAC’s mandate (frame your submission correctly):

➢ SEAC is not reassessing hazard (that is RAC’s role). It is assessing whether the restriction 

options are proportionate, feasible, and justified from a socio-economic perspective. 

How to structure an effective submission

Every section of your submission should answer one or more of these SEAC 

questions:

❑ What is the socio-economic impact of restricting this use?

❑ Are alternatives technically and economically feasible?

❑ Are the timelines realistic?

❑ Would restriction lead to disproportionate consequences relative to the risk 

addressed?

❑ Avoid generic statements of importance 

SEAC explicitly looks for use-specific, targeted socio-economic evidence.
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Key Takeaways
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An effective SEAC submission is use-based, not substance-based.

➢ Sector (as defined in the SEAC opinion or survey)

➢ Specific use

➢ Where relevant, a sub-use (this is strongly encouraged and reflected in your survey 

templates and internal guidance)

Example for General Survey:

✓ Sector: Industrial equipment 

✓ Use: Sealing and gaskets

✓ Sub-use: High-temperature, chemically aggressive environments where failure leads 

to safety risks

How can you help shape a science-based and proportionate regulation that 

ensures a continued and safe use of Fluoropolymers?
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Explain the use of your application and why it exists. Keep this concise. It sets context for the 

evidence that follows.

Include:

➢ The function performed by the PFAS/fluoropolymer

➢ The operating conditions (temperature, pressure, chemical exposure, lifetime)

➢ Where it sits in the value chain (manufacturing, downstream application)

If warranted, explain the limitations of alternatives

Include:

➢ A clear explanation of performance requirements

➢ How alternatives fail (durability, safety, compliance, reliability)

➢ If alternatives exist only in theory, lab scale, or niche contexts
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Socio-economic impacts of restriction. This is the heart of the SEAC submission.

Cover, where relevant:

➢ Impacts on jobs, SMEs, and regional value chains

➢ Downstream impacts (customers, critical sectors)

➢ Safety, health, or environmental trade-offs from substitution

➢ Risk of production relocation or supply disruption

Risk management and existing controls - SEAC looks at whether risk is already managed.

➢ Emission controls

➢ Closed systems

➢ Worker protection measures (OSH, SHG)

➢ Compliance with existing REACH requirements
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Following this webinar, we will send you the presentation as well as additional material that can 

help you understand current data gaps. All submissions need to be in by May 25th, 2026. 
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Proportionality and recommended outcome: 

Conclude each use-based submission with a clear, SEAC-relevant ask, such as 'continued 

use under certain conditions'.

Availability and feasibility of alternatives.

➢ Alternatives assessed (material or technology)

➢ Technical feasibility (yes/no/partial)

➢ Economic feasibility (cost increases, requalification, redesign)

➢ Time needed for substitution (if at all)



Q&A

Rosanna Telesca

EMEA Sales Director, Advanced 
Performance Materials 
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Appendix

Links to papers mentioned in 
this presentation and other 
useful information
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Detailed assessment on some of the sectors
Sector Current SEAC position on derogations Our analysis of SEAC’s view

Electronics • Limited substitution is feasible - only in less demanding applications (e.g., low-

/mid-temperature wire insulation); most core electronics uses (e.g., PCBs, RF components, 

photonics, coatings, anti-drip additives) show low substitution potential and continued PFAS 

dependence.

• Derogations (mostly ~12 years) are therefore considered necessary to avoid performance loss, 

safety risks, and supply disruptions.

➢ Most Fluoropolymer applications in electronics are 

recommended for a time-limited derogation

➢ Except low/mid temp wire and cable 

though SEAC acknowledges that it would 

be difficult to separate from other wire and 

cable applications (e.g., connectors)

Semicon • Alternatives exist only for a limited subset of less demanding uses; for nearly all 

semiconductor applications, no technically and economically feasible PFAS-free alternatives are 

currently available that meet performance, reliability, purity, and safety requirements. 

• Where substitution may be possible, qualification, redesign, and certification timelines are long 

(~5–25 years) and associated costs are high, with major uncertainty remaining for several 

sub-uses (e.g. semiconductor equipment beyond lithography tools). 

• A conditional, potentially time-unlimited derogation (RO3) with strict risk-management 

measures is considered also likely justified and proportionate for semicon manufacturing, 

with implementation uncertainties

➢ Alternatives are not available and not 

realistically available in the foreseeable (future  

5-25+ years)

Energy • Low or uncertain substitution potential applies to batteries, hydrogen technologies (fuel 

cells & electrolysers), and chemical electrolysis, where PFAS are often technically critical and 

alternatives are immature or unproven. 

• SEAC disagrees with the DS and finds there to be sufficiently strong evidence for high 

substitution potential for uses in PV panels

• SEAC cannot conclude overall proportionality for a ban with time-limited derogations 

(RO2), but considers derogations likely justified for batteries and hydrogen applications; 

proportionality for other uses cannot be assessed due to missing data.

➢ SEAC lacks the basis to evaluate the benefits of 

RO3 



Sector Current SEAC position on derogations Our analysis of SEAC’s view

Lubricants • For Industrial & professional uses, substitution potential is low; no alternatives currently 

match PFAS performance under harsh conditions (extremes of temperature, pressure, 

chemicals, radiation, lifetime).

• Health and safety related costs are potentially significant in cases where applications requiring 

PFAS-based lubrication cannot function effectively.

• A 12-year derogation for industrial/professional uses may be needed for proportionality, 

but SEAC cannot reach a definitive conclusion due to cost and benefit uncertainties.

➢ RO3 has not been considered by DSs

Transport • Low substitution potential for safety-critical sub-uses, including combustion-engine 

tubes and hoses

• Substitution potential cannot be determined for several sub-uses, such as aerospace 

hoses, aircraft and high-voltage cable coatings, antifouling and anti-icing coatings, and 

hydraulic fluids in non-aerospace machinery, with general indications that polymeric PFAS 

remain necessary for safety and environmental performance. 

• Derogations are likely justified for specific sub-uses, notably type-approved vehicle 

systems/components (e.g. fuel systems, critical cabling) and PFAS in aerospace hydraulic 

fluids to avoid disproportionate safety, supply, and socio-economic impacts.

➢ ECHA was unable to conclude whether RO3 is 

proportionate

Medical 

Devices

• There is strong evidence for low substitution potential for implantable devices (e.g., 

glucose monitors) and invasive devices (e.g., tubes and catheters) and no alternatives 

currently meet MDR and clinical requirements.

• A restriction with targeted, time-limited derogations (RO2, typically 12 years) is more 

likely to be proportionate, while still achieving substantial PFAS emission reductions. 

➢ RO3 was not considered by DSs

Cont.



Cont.
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Technical Tips and advice from ECHA

➢Only information submitted within the 60-day consultation window will be considered.

➢Submit early: Do not wait until the final day as high traffic near deadlines increases the risk of technical 

issues

➢Take proof of submission by saving Confirmation screen (PDF or screenshot) and the Automated 

confirmation email

Note: Submissions are strongest when they show real-world consequences and suggest practical risk 

management options.

➢ Be very concise, specific, and focused on SEAC's remit to make effective contributions.

➢ Assessments should align with EU objectives like sustainability, innovation, simplification and 

competitiveness.

➢ When submitting your expertise: keep in mind proportionality & marginal benefit

➢ Collect your data before submitting to the consultation: Quantified data is strongly preferred, but 

well-substantiated qualitative evidence is also accepted.
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Handling Confidential Business Information

Marking Confidential Content

➢ Clearly mark confidential business information and provide a non-

confidential summary for public sharing whenever possible.

Justifying Confidentiality

➢ Provide clear reasons why the information is sensitive and how its 

disclosure could harm the business interests.

Transparency and Specificity

➢ Be transparent and specific in confidentiality claims 

Avoid Over-classification

➢ Avoid over-classifying information as confidential to maintain the 

impact and effectiveness of submissions.

Common mistakes to avoid

 Addressing hazard or risk (RAC 

topics) instead of socio-economic impacts

 Submitting advocacy statements 

without evidence

 Uploading data without explanation or 

context

 Incomplete submissions

N️ote: Unjustified confidentiality claims 

may be rejected by the regulatory bodies.
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Getting Started

Remember: Many questions are pre-populated.

The choice-based questions (single/multiple choice) are largely fixed by ECHA/SEAC. These 

reflect SEAC’s draft opinion structure and their preliminary assessments. 

In sector-specific surveys, SEAC has already pre-filled the framing of each sub-use, reflecting:

• How the dossier submitters described the use, and

• SEAC’s current assessment of evidence and confidence => You are therefore reacting to 

their assessment

• The surveys mirror the exact sections of the SEAC draft opinion, so the questions 

themselves are effectively “locked” to those sections. 
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Getting Started

Note: Free text are not pre-filled

This is where SEAC explicitly expects: 

➢ agreement (with justification),

➢ disagreement (with evidence), or

➢ additional data to reduce uncertainty. 

➢ Numerical questions (costs, volumes, timelines, impacts) are entirely respondent-driven. 

➢Provide factual and evidence-based information: Detailed, evidence-based input will 

strengthen the case for continued use where justified.
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Please consider responding to the proposed reporting 
requirements and site-specific PFAS management plan

Paragraph 7: Reporting requirements are proposed to apply only to uses with 12 year or time unlimited derogation

Manufacturers, importers of PFASs or PFAS containing articles as well as downstream users formulating PFAS-containing 

mixtures to report on a yearly basis  

i. the derogation that the intended use belongs to; 

ii. the identity and quantity of the substances placed on the market in the previous year

Paragraph 8: Manufacturers, importers and downstream users of fluoropolymers and perfluoropolyethers making use of 

any of the derogations in paragraphs 5 or 6 shall establish a site-specific management plan to include: 

• information on the identity of the substances and the products they are used in 

• a justification for the use; 

• details on the conditions of use and safe disposal.

The management plan to be reviewed annually and kept available for inspection by enforcement authorities upon request.
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Helpful Links 

46

Link to EU Survey

Link to the General Survey

https://ec.europa.eu/consultation/runner/echa_pfas_seac_do_consultation
https://ec.europa.eu/consultation/runner/General_survey_final
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RAC Opinion and SEAC Draft Opinion

https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/d6aac737-e665-cbae-58c8-17780de44bd5

RAC Final Opinion:

SEAC Draft Opinion:

https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/9ecfb76d-6e69-c047-3228-16c78e42897f

Before starting your submission(s), please refer to ECHA guidelines and extensive 

mapping of PFAS uses here: 

=> Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) - ECHA

=> ECHA on SEAC Guidance for Respondents

=> PFAS Use Mapping Tool

 

=>Updated PFAS restriction proposal (Background Document)

=> ECHA's Q&A - All news - ECHA +   ECHA's Privacy Statement
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https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/17091/upfas-seac-do_consultation_guidance-for-respondents_en.pdf/68d5b13b-d7d6-f14b-2c3e-9b3c07c98113
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/111425157/draft_use_mapping_pfas_en.pdf/7e36c9e4-6d41-ee24-e8e6-f2f2f6a1483d?t=1762328891993
https://echa.europa.eu/da/-/echa-publishes-updated-pfas-restriction-proposal
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/142574544/2025_10_30_seac_pfas_consultation_webinar_qa_en.pdf/c687b22d-17f2-e754-68a8-e2e321bae4d9?t=1765966325258
https://echa.europa.eu/nl/-/echa-supports-pfas-restriction-with-targeted-derogations#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=fb326987-8a43-477e-b06e-84b1eb090300
https://echa.europa.eu/nl/-/echa-supports-pfas-restriction-with-targeted-derogations#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=fb326987-8a43-477e-b06e-84b1eb090300
https://echa.europa.eu/nl/-/echa-supports-pfas-restriction-with-targeted-derogations#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=fb326987-8a43-477e-b06e-84b1eb090300
https://ec.europa.eu/consultation/files/b3489b5b-dfa9-40ae-8482-09596da6a2bc/ade9e462-5e7c-4859-9e6e-71280dc39285
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Other Useful links 

FPG Manufacturing Programme

The Fluoropolymer Safe Handling Guide

FPG Position Statement

ITRE Study (summary)

ITRE Study (full study)

The German Chemical Agenda

Cefic Report: European Chemical Closures & 

Investments Radar 2022-2025

AMCHAM EU

48

https://fluoropolymers.eu/2025/03/26/fpg-statement-on-the-manufacturing-programme-2025-2/
https://fluoropolymers.eu/2025/09/03/fpgs-releases-comprehensive-guide-on-safe-handling-of-fluoropolymer-resins/
https://fluoropolymers.eu/2026/01/21/fpgs-position-statement-on-the-case-for-exempting-fluoropolymers/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2025/780414/ECTI_BRI(2025)780414_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2025/778581/ECTI_STU(2025)778581_EN.pdf
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fx8nyg.mjt.lu%2Flnk%2FAU0AAJQneSEAAc4rZSQAAKdYtzMAAAAAefkAARd0ABfP7QBpyo4AdaR65EhzR5Os8AhT3MwO3wAV5vc%2F5%2FeTCWLPmKeomYFHxRZbwzoA%2FaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnVuZGVzd2lydHNjaGFmdHNtaW5pc3Rlcml1bS5kZS9SZWRha3Rpb24vREUvRXh0ZXJuZS1MaW5rcy9DLUQvY2hlbWllYWdlbmRhLnBkZj9fX2Jsb2I9cHVibGljYXRpb25GaWxlJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1Qb2xpY3klMjBCcnVuY2glMjBmb3IlMjBGUFA0RVUlMjAzMCUyME1hcmNoJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1NYWlsamV0&data=05%7C02%7Cisabelle.alenus%40chemours.com%7C334c02a04a5c4bf0f21108de8e6bdda3%7C68a7ff20812f473890ea0b1051846f74%7C0%7C0%7C639104791561039359%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o78A%2FGvQQ7zBmjfUG9znXoWzWTgEBWhUSh6Q8ymAJKU%3D&reserved=0
https://cefic.org/resources/european-chemical-closures-investments-radar-2022-2025/?utm_campaign=Policy%20Breakfast%2028%20January&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Mailjet
https://cefic.org/resources/european-chemical-closures-investments-radar-2022-2025/?utm_campaign=Policy%20Breakfast%2028%20January&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Mailjet
https://cefic.org/resources/european-chemical-closures-investments-radar-2022-2025/?utm_campaign=Policy%20Breakfast%2028%20January&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Mailjet
https://cefic.org/resources/european-chemical-closures-investments-radar-2022-2025/?utm_campaign=Policy%20Breakfast%2028%20January&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Mailjet
https://cefic.org/resources/european-chemical-closures-investments-radar-2022-2025/?utm_campaign=Policy%20Breakfast%2028%20January&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Mailjet
https://a.storyblok.com/f/287350648899559/x/868c6cf4f7/pfas-paper_january-2026_for-website-publication.pdf
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Helpful Links (continued)
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FPG 2025 Webinars: Presentations available online

o Slides from FPG's September 2025 webinar on the Manufacturing Programme 

are available here: 8-Sept-2025-FPG-presentation-for-Webinar.pdf

o Slides from the FPG October 2025 Safe Handling Guide webinar available 

here: 20-Oct-2025-FPG-SHG-Webinar.pdf

o Slides from the FPG November 2025 webinar on the Medical Sector 

(including Case Studies) available here: FPG-Webinar-18th-Nov-

Fluoropolymers-Essential-for-Europes-Medical-and-Pharmaceutical-

Sectors.pdf

o Slides from the FPG March 2026 Webinar on Electronics/Semiconductors 

available here: Fluoropolymers: Essential for Europe’s Digital Economy. 

FPG Future Webinars

You can keep track of FPG's upcoming webinars via: https://fluoropolymers.eu/

https://fluoropolymers.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/8-Sept-2025-FPG-presentation-for-Webinar.pdf
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European Industry Summit in Antwerp

In July 2025, the European Commission presented the European Chemicals Industry Action Plan to support the 

chemical sector and their investments on modernisation. The Action Plan highlights the key role of the chemical industry 

as the “industry of industries” and proposes a series of measures to boost its competitiveness.

A key element of the Action Plan is the creation of a Critical Chemicals Alliance bringing together the Commission and 

stakeholders and tackle the main challenges affecting the sector.

In February 2026, the European Industry Summit brought together over 500 business leaders under the auspices of 

Belgian Prime Minister Bart De Wever, with German Chancellor Friedrich Merz, French President Macron, Dutch Prime 

Minister Dick Schoof, Austrian Chancellor Christian Stocker, and EU leaders including European Commission 

President Ursula von der Leyen and Executive Vice Presidents Teresa Ribera and Stéphane Séjourné.
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All 27 EU heads of state and 

government were encouraged to adopt 

emergency industrial policy measures at their 

informal European Council retreat.

Outcome of the 12 February 2026 EU leaders' 

competitiveness retreat.

https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/sectors/chemicals/critical-chemicals-alliance_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2026/774723/EPRS_BRI(2026)774723_EN.pdf?utm_campaign=Policy%20Breakfast%2023%20February&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Mailjet
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2026/774723/EPRS_BRI(2026)774723_EN.pdf?utm_campaign=Policy%20Breakfast%2023%20February&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Mailjet
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2026/774723/EPRS_BRI(2026)774723_EN.pdf?utm_campaign=Policy%20Breakfast%2023%20February&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Mailjet
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2026/774723/EPRS_BRI(2026)774723_EN.pdf?utm_campaign=Policy%20Breakfast%2023%20February&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Mailjet
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2026/774723/EPRS_BRI(2026)774723_EN.pdf?utm_campaign=Policy%20Breakfast%2023%20February&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Mailjet
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2026/774723/EPRS_BRI(2026)774723_EN.pdf?utm_campaign=Policy%20Breakfast%2023%20February&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Mailjet
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Fluorinated Chemicals, Including Fluoropolymers, Play 
an Important Role in Many Industries – US studies

“Losing access to PFAS due to overly broad 

regulations or severe market contractions would 

greatly impact national security and DoD’s ability to 

fulfill its mission, and impact domestic defense 

industrial base manufacturing and supply.”

“The unique properties of fluoropolymers make them long-

lasting, stable, and resistant to chemical or biological 

breakdown, while still being light-weight and adaptable.  

Fluoropolymers enhance the durability, safety, and 

longevity of a wide range of products”

These chemistries add significant value to the U.S. 

economy, which is highlighted by the lack of 

available replacements in these sectors, with most 

viable alternatives, if feasible, projected to take 5 to 

20 years to develop and implement. 
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https://www.uschamber.com/assets/documents/Essential-Chemistries_-Providing-Benefits-Across-the-U.S.-Economy.pdf
https://www.acq.osd.mil/eie/eer/ecc/pfas/docs/reports/Report-on-Critical-PFAS-Substance-Uses.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/pfas/pfas-and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances#:~:text=At%20the%20direction%20of%20Congress,the%20Environment%2C%20December%207%2C%202021
https://chemours-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/personal/simone_m_genna_chemours_com/Documents/Downloads/PFAS-Are-Critical-to-DoD-Mission-Success-and-Readiness.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=PPUsrf
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More information available via: https://fluoropolymers.eu/

https://fluoropolymers.eu/
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If you missed the Chemours Webinar 'Fluoropolymers: 
Foundational To The European Economy' on 4 February

You can revisit key insights here: Fluoropolymers_Foundational To The European Economy_FIN️AL.pdf

See Chemours' approach to the responsible manufacturing of fluoropolymers:

Download our White Paper 

Watch our video to learn how advanced analysis and emission 

controls help enable sustainable fluoropolymer production.
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https://pages.chemours.com/rs/509-VCL-038/images/Fluoropolymers_Foundational%20To%20The%20European%20Economy_FINAL.pdf?version=0&mkt_tok=NTA5LVZDTC0wMzgAAAGf4f8cE0g1Avv6ChDM7imacvJuNK5cx1ciUI4dZYKyk5yCty0ovExTmLUNS6i367gXuq57l76zW_Hs4Tq8HdDtut8UmMkZL9apOhFcvLBAuBrw
https://pages.chemours.com/rs/509-VCL-038/images/Fluoropolymers_Foundational%20To%20The%20European%20Economy_FINAL.pdf?version=0&mkt_tok=NTA5LVZDTC0wMzgAAAGf4f8cE0g1Avv6ChDM7imacvJuNK5cx1ciUI4dZYKyk5yCty0ovExTmLUNS6i367gXuq57l76zW_Hs4Tq8HdDtut8UmMkZL9apOhFcvLBAuBrw
https://pages.chemours.com/rs/509-VCL-038/images/NFS%20White%20Paper__Final.pdf?version=0&mkt_tok=NTA5LVZDTC0wMzgAAAGfngeQIlq3gHzAgQ6-w9_9QVimCLG4FmUqdIMooikIwOJqC6KeCtOaiK895gZ-4rtwmItkxggfTZkMZJYly58
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2OORVVjMb3Q
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